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Iraq: Amnesty International Deplores Execution of Saddam Hussain
This article is taken from a December 30, 2006 AIUSA press release.

Amnesty International deplored the execution today of
Saddam Hussain following the confirmation of his sentence by
the Iraqi Appeals Court on December 26, 2006.

The organization, which totally opposes the use of the
death penalty, said it was concerned that the Iraqi Appeals
Court had failed to address the major flaws during the for-
mer dictator’s trial before the Supreme Iraqi Criminal Tribunal
(SICT) which had rendered it unfair.

“We oppose the death penalty in all cases as a violation of
the right to life and the ultimate cruel, inhuman and degrading
punishment, but it is especially abhorrent when this most ex-
treme penalty is imposed after an unfair trial,” said Malcolm
Smart, Director of Amnesty International’s Middle East and
North Africa Programme. “It is even more worrying that in
this case, the execution appeared a foregone conclusion, once
the original verdict was pronounced, with the Appeals Court
providing little more than a veneer of legitimacy for what was,
in fact, a fundamentally flawed process.”

Amnesty International said it had greatly welcomed the
decision to hold Saddam Hussain to account for the crimes
committed under his rule but this should have been done
through a fair process. “His trial should have been a major con-
tribution towards establishing justice and ensuring truth and
accountability for the massive human rights violations perpe-
trated when he was in power, but his trial was a deeply flawed
affair” said Malcolm Smart. “It will be seen by many as noth-
ing more than ‘victor’s justice’ and, sadly, will do nothing to
stem the unrelenting tide of political killings.”

Saddam Hussain was sentenced to death on 5 November
2006 after being convicted in connection with the killing of 148
people from al-Dujail village after an attempt to assassinate him
there in 1982. The trial, which began in October 2005 almost
two years after Saddam Hussain was captured by US forces,
ended last July. The Appeals Court confirmed their sentences
on 26 December 2006, when Judge Arif Shaheen confirmed that
it must be carried out within 30 days after ratification by Iraqi
President Jalal Talabani or his delegate.

The trial before the SICT failed to satisfy international fair
trial standards. Political interference undermined the indepen-
dence and impartiality of the court, causing the first presiding
judge to resign and blocking the appointment of another, and
the court failed to take adequate measures to ensure the pro-
tection of witnesses and defence lawyers, three of whom were
assassinated during the course of the trial. Saddam Hussain
was also denied access to legal counsel for the first year af-

ter his arrest, and complaints by his lawyers throughout the
trial relating to the proceedings do not appear to have been
adequately answered by the tribunal. The appeal process was
obviously conducted in haste and failed to rectify any of the
flaws of the first trial.

“Every accused has a right to a fair trial, whatever the
magnitude of the charge against them. This plain fact was
routinely ignored through the decades of Saddam Hussain’s
tyranny. His overthrow opened the opportunity to restore this
basic right and, at the same time, to ensure, fairly, accountabil-
ity for the crimes of the past. It is an opportunity missed,”
said Malcolm Smart, “and made worse by the imposition of
the death penalty.”

At the time of his execution, Saddam Hussain was also
standing trial before the SICT, together with six others, on sep-
arate charges arising from the so-called Anfal campaign, when
thousands of people belonging to Iraq’s Kurdish minority were
subject to mass killings, torture and other gross abuses in 1988.
It is expected that this trial will now continue against the other
accused. The execution of Saddam Hussain is a major blow to
the process of establishing the truth of what happened under
his rule and as such another squandered opportunity for Iraqis
to find out about and come to terms with the crimes of the past.

Save the Date: So. Calif. Mini-Conference
The 6th Southern California Amnesty Mini-Conference

will be held on Saturday, March 31, at the California State Uni-
versity, Fullerton campus. The conference will run all day and
will feature invited speakers, workshop, and caucuses. If there
are any workshops you would like to see or any you would
like to present, contact the conference organizers Harmon Tip-
ton at harmonysong@earthlink.net or Jacques Kilchoër at
jacques.kilchoer@aiusaoc.org.

2007 Annual General Meeting
Amnesty International USA’s 2007 Annual General Meet-

ing (AGM) is scheduled for March 23–25 at the Milwaukee
Hilton City Center in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The AGM is
AIUSA’s largest annual national conference where members
and activists join, meet, learn, discuss, celebrate and create
extraordinary change together. The conference will feature
keynote addresses from distinguished speakers such as Carol
Anderson, author of Eyes Off the Prize, compelling panel discus-
sions, powerful testimonies, international guests in the human
rights community, and much more. Visit the AGM web page at
http://www.amnestyusa.org/events/agm to learn more.
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Calendar

January
16 Tuesday 7:00 PM

Group #141Orange Monthly Meeting in Classroom 3 at
the Sisters of St. Joseph, 480 S. Batavia Street, in Orange.
Look for the classroom/auditorium building behind the
main building. Drive around and to the back. Group
#141meets the third Tuesday of each month. For further
information about the group, contact Kevin Gaffney at
xhuskr@aol.com.

17 Wednesday 7:00 PM
Group #175Long Beach Monthly Meeting at the Unitar-
ian Universalist Church, Rooms 1 and 2, 5450 Atherton
Street, Long Beach. Letter-writing from 7:00–7:30. For
further information about the group, contact Norma Ed-
wards at (562) 425-4353.

29 Monday 7:00 PM
Group #596 Huntington Beach Meeting at Saints Si-
mon and Jude Church, Adult Center, 20444 Magnolia
Street in Huntington Beach. See details on the website
http://www.hbamnesty.com/main.htm.

30 Tuesday 7:00 PM
Group #178Irvine Monthly Meeting at the Irvine Ranch
Water District, 15600 Sand Canyon Avenue, Irvine, be-
tween the 5 and 405 freeways. See details on the web
page http://www.aiusaoc.org. For more informa-
tion about the group, contact Glen Nielsen at nielsen-
electric@cox.net.

Group #178 Irvine Meeting Location Group #596 Huntington Beach Location

Amnesty International
Group 178
P.O. Box 14485
Irvine, CA 92623-4484


